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I. — The  Cost  of  Negro  Slavery. 
We  have  thought  it  right,  especially  at  the  present  season  of  financia 
pressure  and  national  distress,  to  take  a  brief  view  of  the  co%t  of  Slavery. 
We  have  adopted  as  our  basis  a  statement  which  appeared  about  two 
years  ago  in  the  public  newspapers,  and  which  was  then  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  leading  Member  of  the  Finance  Committee.  In  now  giving 
it  a  place  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Reporter,  we  have  been  at  pains  to  correct 
and  verify  its  details  by  an  inspection  of  the  parliamentary  documents 
on  which  it  professes  to  be  founded;  and  have  modified  such  of  the 
proportional  estimates  as  appeared  to  us  to  be  erroneous.  The  result 
is  a  reduction  on  the  whole  of  about  £70,000,  of  the  amount  of  the 
former  estimate.  We  need  not  specify  the  particulars  of  this  variation ; 
since  in  order  that  the  public  may  be  able  to  judge  of  the  fairness  of  the 
account  as  it  now  stands,  we  have  assigned,  in  most  cases,  the  grounds 
of  our  calculations.  The  precise  time  to  which  the  statement  more 
particularly  refers,  is  the  year  1827.  What  alterations  may  have  since 
taken  place  we  have  no  satisfactory  means  of  knowing.  It  may,  however, 
be  assumed,  that  the  expenditure  of  1828  and  1829  cannot  have  varied 
very  materially  from  that  of  1827.  On  all  those  points,  however,  which 
are  matter  of  mere  calculation  and  inference,  our  readers  will  form 
their  own  conclusions.  No  one  will  deny,  that  at  least  the  subject  is 
one,  at  this  time  especially,  which  is  well  worthy  of  a  more  careful  inves- 
tigation than  we  have  the  means  of  bestowing  upon  it. 

1. — Army. 

One  great  difficulty  which  wc  have  found  in  accurately  ascertaining  the 
expense  incurred  by  this  country  on  account  of  our  Slave  Colonies,  has 
arisen  from  uncertainty  respecting  the  exact  amount  of  the  military  and 
uaval  force  stationed  there.  We  know  of  no  official  documents  to  which 
access  can  be  had  by  the  public,  and  which  convey  clear  information  as  to 
the  distribution  of  our  land  and  sea  forces.  The  facts  of  the  case,  must, 
therefore,  often  be  collected  from  a  variety  of  sources,  and  must  often  be 
matters  of  inference  rather  than  of  statement.     The  only  intimation  wc 
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can  Hnd  respecting  the  number  of  troops  stationed  in  the  West  Indies, 
appears  in  a  speech  of  Lord  Palmerston,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1826, 
in  which  he  thus  states  the  distribution  of  our  miUtary  force,  viz. — 8'^ 
regiments  of  the  line,  of  which  9  wore  stationed  in  Great  Britain, 
(exclusive  of  cavalry,  the  foot-guards,  artillery,  &c.  &c.)  '23  in  Ireland, 
31  on  foreign  stations,  and  '20  in  the  West  Indian  Colonies. 

Assuming  this  statement  to  be  correct,  we  may  ascertain  pretty  nearly 
the  military  expense  of  these  Colonies. — We  learn  from  the  estimates 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  ■22d  February, 
1827,  No.  .'38,  that  each  regiment  of  the  line  costs,  for  pay,  daily  allow- 
ance, clothing,  and  a^e^icy,  with  certain  small  allowances  to  the  Jield- 
officers,  about  £2,3,100  per  annum. 

Twenty  regiments,  at  25,100/.  each,  is  .'302,000/.; — making 
nearly  two-elevenths  of  the  whole  expense  of  the  army, 
under  the  above  heads  of  pay,  allowance,  clothing,  agency, 
and  allowance  to  the  field-otficers  ;  that  whole  expense  being 
stated  in  the  above  estimates  (p.  5)  to  be  2,794,000/.  .  .£502,000 
Certain  other  West  Indian  expenses,  connected  with  the  army, 
may  be  assumed  to  stand  in  the  same  relative  proportion,  viz. 
The  whole  army  pay  of  general  officers  was,  by  the  estimates 
of  1826,   156,862/.;  two-elevenths  of  this  sum   amounts 

to  nearly 28,000 

The  whole  expense  of  medicines  by  the  same  estimate,  was 

17,518/.,  of  which  two-elevenths  is 3,100 

The  whole  expense  of  the  general  and  hospital  staff,  by  the 
same  estimate,  was  120,472/.,  two-eleventlis  of  which  would 
be  21,904/.  In  this  instance,  however,  we  happen  to  have 
access  to  know  what  proportion  of  the  sum  is  applicable  to 
the  West  Indies.  At  page  16  of  the  army  estimates  for 
1827,  (No.  5S)  we  have  it  thus  stated,  as  drawn  from  the 
expenditure  of  previous  years  : — 
Windward  and  Leeward  Islands       ....    18,181    II      3 

Bahamas  and  Bermuda 793  17     6 

Jamaica  and  Honduras 6729   13     9 

25,765 


This  shews  the  moderation  of  our  mode  of  estimation,  this 
sum  being  more  than  a  fifth  of  the  whole  expense  under  this 
head,  instead  of  two-elevenths. 

The  next  items  to  be  noticed,  are  those  which  occur  under 
the  following  heads,  as  taken  from  the  estimates  of  1826: — 
The  Royal  Militarv  College  and  Asylum      .     .     .     £38,700 
Full-pay  to  retired  otficers,  and  half-pay      .     .  894,030 

in  and  out-pensioners  of  Chelsea 1,334,837 

Widows' pensions  and  Compassionate  fund .     .     .      322,837 
Exchequer  fees 33,000 

Making  a  sum  of £2,62.3,404 

Now,  although  it  is  evident  that  of  these  difTerent  burdens 
the  West  Indies,  considering  their  unhealthiness,  ought  to 
bear  even  more  than  the  equal  proportion  of  two-elevenths; 
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yet,  as  in  time  of  war.  the  proportion  of  force  in  the  West 
Indies,  to  the  whole  force,  was  not  so  great  as  now,  we  will 
take  for  the  West  Indies  only  an  eighth  of  the  whole;  and 
we  seem  to  be  justified  in  taking  not  less  than  this  proportion, 
by  a  consideration  of  the  multitudes  who  die,  leaving  widows 
and  children,  or  who  irreparal»ly  ruin  their  health  by  West 
Indian  service.  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  is  reported  to  have 
stated  that,  of  three  regiments  in  Jamaica  containing  about 
2700  men,  a  third  part  had  died  in  one  season  ;  the  very  ex- 
pense of  replacing  whom,  independently  of  all  the  other  effects 
of  climate,  disease,  &c.  could  not  be  attended  with  a  loss  of 
less  than  from  50/.  to  J  00/.  per  man. — Taking  then  an  eighth 
of  the  above  sum,  we  have  an  expenditure  under  this  head  of   327,9'2,5 

The  amount  of  miscellaneous  charges  for  the  whole  army, 
including  the  recruiting  sf-rvice  and  various  contingencies,  as 
passage  money,  &.c.  is  3^1,570/.  Of  this  sum,  considering 
how  largelv  West  Indian  sickness  and  mortality  draw  both  on 
the  recruiting  service  and  on  the  charge  for  transporting 
officers  and  men,  we  may  fairly  take  the  same  proportion  of 
an  eighth  part,  viz 45,196 

The  expense  of  the  various  public  departments  connected 
with  the  army,  stands  in  the  estimate  of  1826,  at  115,523/. 
and  the  allowances  for  superannuation  and  retirement  at 
48,236/.,  together  163,759/.  Of  this  sum,  however,  we  will 
charge  to  the  West  Indies  only  a  twentieth  part,  say     .     .     .         8,188 

But  besides  this,  there  is  a  large  annual  expense  incurred 
under  the  head  of  army  extraordinaries.  We  have,  in  a  paper 
printed  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  23d  of  Feb.  1827, 
(No.  87),  a  distinct  account  of  the  expense  incurred  under 
this  head  in  the  W^est  Indies,  in  the  year  ending  5th  January, 
1825;  and  we  may  assume  that  year's  expenditure  not  to 
differ  materially  from  what  may  have  been  incurred  in  the 
succeeding  years.     It  was  as  follows  : 

Bermuda  / £5,938 

Bahama 4,688 

Jamaica  and  Honduras 34,891 

Wmdward  and  Leeward  Islands 146,421-191,938 

£1,132,112 

2. — Ordnance. 

It  does  not  clearly  appear  how  many  companies  of  the  artil- 
lery regiments  were  stationed  in  the  West- Indies.  In  1824 
there  were  four  companies  in  Jamaica  alone.  We  cannot, 
therefore,  allow  less  in  1826  for  the  whole  West  Indies  than 
ten  companies.  The  expense  of  the  entire  regiment,  con- 
•^isting  in  all  of  seventy-two  companies,  for  pay,  clothing, 
J'llowances,  agency,  &c.  is  284,154/.  or  3,946/.  per  company  , 
till?  for  ten  companies,  is 39,460 
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The  extraordinary  ordnance  cKpenses  appear  to  be  as  fol- 
lows, as  stateii  in  tfie  paper,  No.  87,  of  February  23,  1827, 
for  Bermuda,  Bahama,  Jamaica,  Honduras,  and  the  Wind- 
ward and  Leeward  Islands 100,674 

The  amount  of  superannuations,  half-pay  pensions,  &c.  be- 
longring  to  this  branch  of  service  is  .377,706/.  In  the  case  of 
the  land  forces  we  took  only  an  eighth  for  the  West  Indies. 
Here  we  shall  take  only  a  tenth,  a  small  part  of  the  sum  being 
for  civil  superannuations 37,770 

The  civil  establishments  at  home,  and  the  medical  esta- 
blishments, amount  together  to  65,655/.  Of  this  we  will  only 
take  one-twentieth 3,282 

Besides  the  above,  there  is  a  charge  for  the  repair  and  erec- 
tion of  barracks  in  the  We5t  Indies,  and  for  the  salaries  of 
barrack-masters,  (No.  49,  of  9th  February,  1827,  page  43  to 
46)  amounting  lo 79,624 

3. — COMMISSAKIAT. 

The  whole  expense  of  the  commissariat  department  for 
Trreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  (per  No.  84,  of  23rd  February, 
1.S27)  449,840/.  Of  this  amount  a  sum  of  about  28,000/.  is 
specifically  West  Indian,  to  which,  if  one  tenth  part  of  the  half- 
pay  and  widows'  pensions,  5,500/.  be  added,  it  will  make  in  all      33,500 

Total  military  expense £1,426,422 

4. — Miscellaneous. 

Expense  of  colonial  department,  one  fourth  of  21,000/.  £5250 
Civil  establishments  of  Bahama  and  Bermuda     .     .     .   7221 

Salaries  to  governors 2442 

Passages  to  the  Westlndies  (No.  151  of  March  9,  1827, 

page  10  and  11), 1655 

West  Indian  Commissioners 9472 

Major  Moody  and  Clerk 911 

Mail  boat,  seals,  &c 750 

Crown  negroes 2222 

Commission  to  Anguilla 400 

New  churches 8000 

House  rent  for  bishops,  &c 700 

39,023 

5. — Navy. 

There  remains  the  naval  expense  of  the  West  Indies. 
The  whole  expense  of  our  navy  in  1827  was  6,125,850/.  (esti- 
mates of  1827,  No.  47,  p.  27).  What  part  of  this  sum  is 
chargeable  to  the  West  Indies,  it  is  difficult  to  ascertain, 
thieriy  from  the  want  of  correct  data. — The  force  stationed 
there  is  no  where  given  officially.  On  reference  to  Steel's 
navy  list,  it  appeiirs  that  there  were  about  4300  guns  m  com- 


The  Cost  of  Negro  Siavery — Navy,  ^c.  179 

mission  altogether  at  this  period,  and  that  about  450  of  these 
were  io  the  West  Indies,  making  more  than  a  tenth  of  the 
whde.     This  proportion,  however,  will  apply  only  to  a  part 
of  the  navy  estimates,  viz. :  Ist.  the  we^es  aijd  victuals  for  the 
seamen  amounting  (p.  3),  to    ......      £1,579,000 

And  2d,  the  cost  of  army  provisions  asd  chains 
of  transport 479^00 

Making  together 2,058,000 

One  tenth  of  this  sum  is 205  800 

Of  the  half-pay  and  pensions,  &c.  a  similar 
proportion  will  be  taken,  though  in  the  case  of 
the  West  Indies  it  ought  to  be  more.  The  whole 
sum  IS  1,547,360/.,  of  which  a  tenth  is      .     .     .        154,736 

The  expense  of  the  pubUc  departments  of  the 
aavy  is  184,107/.    We  here  take  only  one-fiftieth  3,682 

The  expense  of  the  yards  at  home,  of  the  la- 
bourers employed  there,  and  of  timber  and  stores 
for  building  and  repairing  ships  is  about  1 ,645,000/. 
Here  we  take  only  one  twenty-fifth,  though, 
considering  the  injurious  effects  of  a  West  India 
climate  on  ships  sis  well  as  men,  it  ought  to  be 
much  more 65,800 

Besides  this,  there  are  certain  specific  charges 
incurred  in  the  West  Indies,  and  paid  for  by  this 
country,  which  are  as  follows  : 

Naval  department  for  Bermuda,  the  Leeward 
Islands,  and  Jamaica,  (see  No.  87,  of  Feb.  23, 
1827,  p.  17,21,  and  23) 66,340 

Naval  Hospital  Establishment  for  the  West 
Indies,  (see  No.  47,  of  8th  of  Feb.  1827,  p.  19)  11,905 

Victualling  Establishment,  Stores,  Keepers, 
Clerks,  &c.  (see  No.  47,  of  8th  of  Feb.  1827,  p. 

14,  15,  16) 12,478 

530,741 


£1,996,186 
Here  tlien,  if  our  estimate  be  correct,  we  have  an  actual  outlay  on 
the  West  Indian  Colonies  of  nearly  two  millions  chiefly  for  the  sup- 
port of  slavery.  But  besides  this,  we  have  to  add  the  expense  of  the 
Mauritius. — ^The  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  indeed,  is  also  a  slave  colony, 
but  its  circumstances  and  the  sources  of  its  expenditure  are  so  peculiar, 
that  we  have  thought  it  expedient  to  omit  it  entirely.  With  respect  to 
the  Mauritius,  as  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  judge,  by  an  examination  of 
parliamentary  documents,  and  by  a  view  of  its  comparative  popu- 
lation, and  other  circumstances,  we  are  disposed  to  think  that  its  cost 
amounts  to  about  one  eighth  part  of  that  of  the  whole  of  the  West 
Indies.  But  that  we  may  not  exceed  the  truth,  we  will  estimate  it  at 
only  a  tenth  part,  or  a  farther  sura  of  £199,618,  making  the  actual 
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amount  wrung   in  taxes  from  our  distressed  population  for  the   direct 
maintenance  of  slavery  £2,19.'3,8()4. 

Kven  that  enormous  amount,  however,  is  but  a  part  of  what  it  costs 
to  maintain  this  cruel  and  criminal  system.  On  all  su^^ar  exported 
from  this  country,  we  are  made,  by  our  fiscal  arrangements,  to  pay, 
under  the  name  of  drawback,  what  is,  in  fact,  a  bounty,  to  the  extent  of 
at  least  5s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  or  £fj.  .'js.  a  ton.  The  grounds  of  this  estimate 
may  be  seen  in  our  First  Volume,  No.  24,  and  we  believe  it  to  be  l>elow 
the  truth,  in  consequence  of  the  farther  improvements  which  have  been 
recently  introduced  into  the  process  of  sugar  refining.  The  effect  of 
this  bounty,  however,  whatever  Ix;  its  precise  amount,  has  been  often 
shewn,  and  is  now,  indeed,  universally  admitted  to  be,  an  enhzmcement 
to  the  same  extent  of  the  price  paid  by  the  British  consumers  on  all  the 
sugar  they  consume,  in  short,  a  rise  in  the  price  of  all  sugar  brought 
into  this  country  from  British  possessions  (all  other  sugar  being  excluded 
from  home  consumption)  of  five  guineas  a  ton.  Estimating  the  (juantity 
so  imported  at  •22.-3,000  tons,  (in  1829,  it  was  no  less  than  236,000,)  the 
enhancement  of  price  thus  produced  would  amount  to  no  less  a  sum 
than  £1,181,250,  drawn  annually  from  the  pockets  of  our  suffering 
population. 

If  the  correctness  of  this  calculation  be  questioned  by  the  sugar 
planters,  all  we  ask  is  a  Committee  to  investigate  the  facts  of  the  case. 
This  has  been  repeatedly  demanded  in  Parliament,  and  as  often  refused ; 
the  whole  of  the  West  Indian  infiuence  having  always  been  exerted, 
and  for  very  obvious  reasons,  to  prevent  such  inquiry. 

Here  then,  we  appear  to  have  an  aggregate  amount  of  £3,377,054, 
levied  upon  the  people  of  this  country,  in  the  way  either  of  direct  tax, 
or  of  factitious  enhancement  of  price,  for  the  support  of  slavery.  But 
even  this  is  not  all  which  they  are  forced  to  endure  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  this  system  of  crime  and  cruelty.  Besides  the  bounty  of 
five  guineas  a  ton,  and  the  consequent  enhancement  of  price  to  that 
extent  of  all  the  sugar  we  consume,  the  sugars  of  the  West  Indies  and 
the  Mauritius  are  protected  against  the  sugar  of  British  India,  indeed 
against  that  of  all  other  British  possessions,  by  an  extra  duty  levied 
upon  it  of  £10.  a  ton,  being  about  50  per  cent,  on  the  prime  cost; 
and  by  a  prohibitory  duty  on  all  foreign  sugars.  Nor  is  it  sugar  alone, 
grown  by  slaves,  which  is  thus  protected  from  the  competition  of  free 
labour  in  our  own  dominions,  but  the  duties  on  various  other  articles  of 
general  consumption,  as  coffee,  cocoa,  rum,  cotton-wool,  turmeric,  dye- 
woods,  mahogany,  hides,  &c.,  are  so  regulated  as  greatly  to  favour  the 
slave-owner.  (See  Vol.  1.  No.  22,  p.  318).  To  what  extent  these  pro- 
tecting duties  may  directly  operate  in  advancing  the  price  of  the  various 
slave-grown  articles,  which  it  is  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  encou- 
rage in  preference  to  the  same  articles  when  produced  by  free  labour, 
it  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  determine;  but  no  one  will 
think  that  we  estimate  the  whole  at  a  very  extravagant  rate,  when  we 
estimate  it  at  half  a  million  of  money,  thus  swelling  the  absolute  drain 
on  the  resources  of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  slavery, 
to  £3,877,054  annually. 

But  even  this  enormous  sum,  of  nearly  four  millions,  exacted  from  the 
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people  of  this  country  for  a  purpose  so  odious,  is  probably  not  more 
injurious  to  the  general  interests  of  the  British  empire,  than  are  the  leas 
direct  effects  of  this  most  unwise  and  mischievous  policy,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  cramps  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  and  paralyses  the  pro- 
ductive industry  of  the  90  or  100  millioos  of  our  Asiatic  fellow-subjects. 
The  heavy  imposts  laid  on  their  raw  products,  (the  only  returns  they 
can  make  for  our  exports,)  are,  to  them,  most  unjust  and  oppressive; 
while  they  abridge  our  suffering  manufacturers  of  a  ready  and  extensive 
market,  and  thus  contribute  to  keep  them  in  their  present  state  of 
depression  and  poverty.  And  for  what  is  it  that  we  thus  sacrifice  their 
comfort  and  happiness,  and  the  just  claims  of  our  fellow-subjects  in  the 
East  ?  Is  it  not  to  satisfy  the  cupidity  of  a  few  thousand  rapacious  slave- 
owners, and  to  indemnify  them  for  the  waste  of  human  life  which  their 
exactions  occasion?  But  we  will  not  now  dwell  on  the  ruinous  policy 
of  such  a  system.  We  have  already  done  so  at  great  length,  and  our 
readers  have  only  to  refer  to  our  second  volume.  No.  32,  p.  176,  for  a 
list  of  the  works  which  they  may  consult  on  the  subject.  We  should  be 
still  more  anxious,  indeed,  to  press  upon  them  the  moral  than  even  the 
financial  and  political  evils,  which  are  the  result  of  the  present  system; 
but  on  this  part  of  the  subject  also  we  have  so  often  expatiated,  that 
it  seems  superfluous  to  enlarge  upon  it  now.  Suffice  it  to  remind  our 
readers,  that  the  colonial  slavery,  which  we  uphold  at  a  cost  so  enor- 
mous, is  a  crime  of  the  very  deepest  dye,  of  which  wo,  the  British  nation, 
thus  permit  ourselves  to  be  made  the  guilty  participators.  It  is  a  crime 
too  of  which  the  miseries,  while  they  only  exist  by  our  authority,  are 
perpetuated  and  aggravated  by  the  direct  support  and  encouragement 
which  slavery  receives  from  our  blind  and  infatuated  policy,  adopted  and 
pursued  in  opposition  to  the  clearest  dictate?  of  humanity  and  justice, 
and  in  the  conscious  infringement  of  every  obligation  which  we  owe  both 
to  God  and  man. 


II. — Si^AVE  Trade  in  tiif.  Wkst  Indies. 
Av  active  slave  trade  appears  to  have  been  carried  ou  of  late  for  sup- 
plying the  enormous  waste  of  negro  life  in  Trinidad.  The  growing 
population  of  BarbadfX's  has  lupplicd  the  victims  of  this  nefarious  and 
piratical  traffic.  On  the  .'JOlh  of  November  last,  a  Barbadian,  of  the 
name  of  Franklm,  who  had  be<;n  detected  in  carrying  it  on,  was  brought 
to  trial  in  Barbadoes,  on  an  indictment  for  the  felony.  The  law  of  the 
case  was  unquestionable-.  The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  (we  have  seen 
an  abstract  of  it),  appeared  decisive.  But  the  Grand  Jury,  to  whom 
it  was  submitted,  refused  to  find  the  Bill  of  Indictment,  and  the  accused 
has  therefore  been  discharged.  Some  of  the  slaves,  imported  by  him 
into  Trinidad,  had  been  prosecuted  to  conviction  there  by  the  officers  of 
the  customs,  and  condemned  to  the  Crown,  for  the  purpose  of  being  set 
at  liberty,  the  penalty  of  £100  sterling  for  each  of  the  slaves  so  con- 
demned, being  inflicted  on  the  importer,  a  fact,  which,  with  many 
others,  equally  conclusive,  was  laid  before  the  Grand  Jury.  The 
Grand  Jury,  nevertheless,  ignored  the  Bill,  thus  refusing  even  to  refer 
to  judicial  investigation,  a  case  of  such  pruna  facie  criminality.    We 
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have  reason  to  belkve,  that  our  Government  have  hwen  made  acquainte<l 
with  this  extraordinary  transaction,  and  we  conclude  that  they  will 
oirier  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  instituted  into  all  the  particulars  ot"  it  with- 
out delay.  We  abstain,  therefore,  in  the  mean  time  from  any  further 
details  or  comments,  until  the  result  of  the  inquiry  shall  he.  known. 
The  conduct  of  the  custom-house  officers  of  Barbatdoes  appears  to  have 
been  marked  by  culpable  negligence  in  this  instance,  and,  we  trust,  that 
it  will  be  reviewed  by  their  superiors. 


III. — Disloyal  Spirii  of  the  Jamaica  Assembly. 

In  a  debate,  which  occurred  in  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  in  the 
month  of  December  last,  on  the  subject  of  a  dispute,  which  has  arisen 
between  them  and  the  Secretary  of  .State,  respecting  certain  custom- 
house regulations,  the  most  violent  language  was  employed  by  some  of 
the  speakers,  who  even  went  so  far  as  to  threaten  a  disruption  of  their 
ties  with  Great  Britain,  intimating  their  persuasion  that  the  United 
States  of  America  would  gladly  take  Jamaica  under  their  protection. 
The  Editor  of  the  Watchman,  (the  paper  of  the  people  of  colour,)  in 
commenting  on  this  line  of  argument,  thus  vehemently  expresses  himself, 

"  We  can  tell  iVIr.  Barret,  and  every  contumacious  Member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly,  that  if  America  had  ten  times  the  population  she 
possesses,  she  would  find  herself  incapable  of  wresting  this  or  any  other 
of  the  colonies  from  the  mighty  grasp  of  the  parent  state."  "  Jamaica 
would  rise  in  mass."  "  Before  the  tocsin  of  war  is  sounded,  the  House 
of  Assembly  would  do  well  to  commence  the  system  of  exterminating 
the  coloured  population,  who  are  loyal  to  a  man." 

"  Is  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica  aware,"  he  adds,  "  that  if  they  dared 
to  unfurl  the  flag  of  rebellion,  every  man  of  them  would  be  hanged  in 
twenty-four  hours,  without  reference  to  judge  or  jury  ?  England  has  a 
standing  army  in  her  loyal  and  devoted  subjects  of  Jamaica,  so  that  the 
puny  threat  of  a  seditious  Assembly,  excites  only  a  return  of  ridicule 
and  contempt." 

IV. — Trade  ok  Hayti. 
In  a  bulky  parliamentary  document  of  last  Session,  numbered  578,  and  / 

entitled,  "  Papers  relating  to  the  American  Tariff,"  we  have  discovered 
the  following  facts  respecting  the  trade  of  Hayti  with  the  United  States. 
The  exports  from  the  United  States  to  Hayti  appear  to  consist  of  fish, 
oil,  naval  stores,  cheese,  flour,  lumber,  carriages,  hats,  saddlery,  beer, 
shoes,  iron,  copper  and  brass  ware,  gunpowder,  &c. ;  and  the  paper  to 
which  we  refer,  (p.  17S,)  states,  that  in  the  last  year,  (1826,)  "  the  ex- 
port trade  with  Hayti,  despised  Hayti,  in  domestic  products,  amounted 
to  1,251,910  dollars,  equal  to  the  whole  of  our  exports  to  Russia, 
Prussia,  Sweden  and  Norway,  Denmark,  Spain  and  Portugal."  And 
yet  this  is  but  a  portion  of  that  Haytian  trade  which  Mr.  Mackenzie 
has  laboured  so  assiduously  to  depreciate. 
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I. RfLIOIOUS     iNTFLLIGrNCr,     FROM    TIIF.    WfST     InDIES. 

Havin(.  entered  so  largely  in  our  last  volume,  Nos.  41,  44.  (supple- 
ment,) 4:'>,  46,  47,  and  48,  into  tlie  question  of  the  religious  stale  of 
the  slave  population  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  existing  hindrances  to 
its  improvement  ;  and  having  thereby  rendered  ourselves  obnoxious  to 
no  inconsiderable  clamour  and  objurgation,  which,  however,  \vc  trust, 
we  were  not  unsuccessfid  in  calming;  it  may  be  expected  that  we  should 
notice  the  Reports  which  have  subsequently  been  published  by  the  two 
societies  with  which  at  that  time  we  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  brought 
into  colHsion.     We  shall  proceed  to  do  so,  as  briefly  as  possil>le. 

1.  Sociefy  for  the  Conversion  and  relirpons  Instruetw/i  and  Educa- 
tion of  the  Negro  Slaves  in  the  West  Indies. 
Our  readers  will  not  have  forgotten  our  reviev;of  this  Society's  Report 
for  1827.  Some  months  ago,  a  fresh  Report,  namely  for  1828,  appeared, 
which  we  liave  been  hitherto  unable  to  notice.  Its  general  tone,  we  are 
iiappy  to  perceive,  is  much  more  moderate  and  measured  than  that  ot 
the  preceding  year.  Some  of  thc'  .subsidiary  Reports,  however,  fur- 
nished from  the  West  Indies,  and  which  are  of  a  date  anteri(>r  to  any 
possible  knowledge  of  the  intermediate  controversy  occurring  in  Eng- 
land, still  partake  of  the  imperfections  we  had  ventured  to  charge  on 
former  statements  of  the  same  kind,  and  among  which  vagueness  con- 
tinues to  be  a  prominent  characteristic.  This  defect,  we  trust,  will  be  ob- 
viated in  another  year;  it  being  still  exceedingly  difficult,  indeed  almost 
impossible,  to  ascertain  what  is  actually  doing  among  the  slave  popula- 
tion, (whose  case  alone  it  is  that  we  have  meddled  with,)  in  the  way  of 
education  and  religious  instruction.  We  wisli  our  readers  here  to  bear 
in  mind  that  it  has  never  been  our  object,  nor  are  we  now  disposed  to 
blame  the  Society  for  not  having  done  more  good  among  the  slaves,  but 
for  having  raised  our  hopes  higher  than  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
fairlv  warranted;  and  for  not  having  more  iVankly  told  the  public,  in 
clear  and  distinct  terms,  the  actual  amount  of  what  has  been  done  or  is 
doing  for  the  slave,  and  what  are  the  real  obstacles  to  their  own  greater 
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oHici.'iicv.  Oil  '.iK-sf  pdinis  \vf  :i'li;iil  fli^l  iIm;  l^Mic'iiaiji;  ol  thi-;  Itcixjil 
is  more  fxpliiil  than  ilic  proi-fdiii-^ ;  and  wc  hail  the  improvement  as 
a  token  for  ^ood.  Th  ■  So(.i',ty'>  icjjortot"  its  progress  in  Jamaica,  is 
to  this  flV-.t. 

"The  Soi;;c!y  pti'Livrs  with  'Ac/v  rajrct,  tlial  Uic  education  and  re- 
l;2^ions  in>lrMft;oii  <jt"  t!i-  m.-'^rois  n\  thi;  dio'-ose  of  Jamaica,  have  not 
materially  advanced  in  the  caiirso  of  the  year  ISiS.  The  formation  of 
a  Branch  Association  for  the  parish  of  St.  David,  was  announced  by 
tlie  Lord  Bis'.iop  of  the  diocese  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  and  the  pros- 
pect appeared  eMcoiirai,iiig;  but  subsc([uent  account?  stale  that //"tc 
J?  no  prohfihiVdij  of  a  catechist.  Ijiiiig  em[)loyed  on  the  estates  in  that 
part  of  the  island,  and  no  nthei'  ic-ii'  ns.';(t(i'ifi(in  hjs  bcin  cstnbhshed. 
The  Bishop,  in  a  recent  communication,  irdbrins  the  Society,  that  vcrif 
little  progrrss  haf  I  (en  made  by  the  neffroes  in  nnilinfj,  ecajif  ui  flu: 
principal  toirns:  and  his  Lordship  further  states,  that  the  [Janters 
are  not  disported  lopcnuit  more  than  oral  inslrm  tion  to  he  given  to  tit'- 
fif.avrs  on  their  rsltu'ii:.  Even  this,"  (that  is,  even  oral  instruclion,) 
"  it  seems,"  say  the  Governors,  "  is  still  far  from  rjeneral.  For  tho 
Bishop  Huds  much  ditTuulty  in  meeting  with  persons  properly  (jualitied 
for  the  office  of  cateihists,  and  the  planters  ar<;  not  willing  to  accept 
the  services  of  thos:.'  persons  whom  he  has  been  enabled  to  engage." 
(Is  it  because  thev  are  not  white,  but  coloured  0  "  Ifl's  Lordship  is, 
therefore,  too  often  compelled  to  limit  their  employment  to  teaching  in 
Sunday  schools  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  parochial  Cler^ryman." 

The  results  of  the  Society's  operations  in  the  parish  of  St.  Thomas  in 
the  East,  are  then  adverted  to  as  having  "  led  the  Society  to  expect  an 
early  and  general  exuiision  of  the  system  throughout  the  diocese  of 
Jamaica.'*  And  rdthough  these  expectations  have  not  hern  realized, 
it  still  sees,  in  the  circumstances  just  mentioned,  satisfactory  proof 
that  the  undertakinic,  however  ditFicult,  is  not  impracticable.  As  long 
as  catechists  are  not  freely  and  generally  admitted  on  estates,  the  in- 
struction of  the  ncLTroes  is  still  to  be  commenced.  But  there  is  nothing 
in  this  undisputed  fact  to  justify  dimimshed  exertion;  on  the  contrary, 
since  tlie  obstacles  are  now  clearly  perceived,  more  active  endeavours 
must  be  made  to  surmount  them,  until  that  which  has  been  well  begun 
in  :ifexv  favoured  spots,  shall  be  un'adually  introduced  into  every  plan- 
tation upon  the  island."  (p.  3.)  This  sober  statement  gives  us  more 
salisfaciion,  as  well  as  better  hopes,  than  t!ie  early  i^nd  sanguine  re- 
ports of  the  Bishop. t 

The  obstacles,  it  is  said,  ''  are  now  clearly  perceived."  If  so,  wo 
have  still  to  complain  that  they  are  not  clearly  and  distir.ctly  pointed 
out  to  ns  bv  the  framers  of  the  Report.  In  Jamaica  especially,  Sunday 
continues,  by  law,  a  day  of  marketing.     It  is  also  for  the  slaves  a  day 

*  Certainly  more  has  been  done  in  St.  Thomas  in  the  East  to  instruct  the 
slaves,  than  in  all  the  other  country  parishes  of  the  island  together.  Yet  we 
arc  hiinnd  in  tratli  to  -  sy.  that  the  extent  oC  t!ie  benetit  there  eHectpd  appears 
to  us  to  ha\e  been  L::;-atlj"  and  injuriously  ex-cfcerated,  while  the  Cormidable 
impediiiu-nts,  oxi-^tiuiv  there  us  elsewhere,  to  tiie  frctt  course  of  education  and 
iiisliuction.  Ir.ivf!  iu->Mi  studiously  kept  out  of  public  view. 

t  S '.•(.•  vjI.  i.  No    i:',,  p.  i^'.),  .uid  vol.  ii.  No. ;(;'.  p.  \'.Vi. 
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o(  iicccssaiy  l.iljour  in  liii-inu  tlitir  provisions;  Ibi,  Lhu\iui;  nol  iulluwcU 
m  their  own  i^ioniids  by  !!;>.•  dii^ing-wliip,  as  tiuy  aic-  in  tlie  tlclcJ,  Uicy 
uiusl,  nevertliclfo.s,  until  anoilirr  day  shall  be  given  in  litu  of  Sii:iday, 
work  on  that  thiy.or  starve.  We  have,  it  is  true,  an  occasional  allusion 
m  this  Report  to  Sunday  markets  as  an  evil,  but  no  distinct  m^  nlion  ot 
the  far  more  cruel  and  opp'-obrious  necessity  which,  in  most  islands,  is 
laid  on  the  skives,  by  the  cupidity  of  the  masters,  Lo  raise  on  that  day 
the  lood  required  for  themselves  and  thoii  families.  What  can  be  the 
cause  of  the  silence  so  systematically  maintained  on  this  point  bv  a 
bodv  of  men,  who  at  the  same  time  manliest  s  i  laudable  a  zeal  for  the 
imp:ov(.;menl  of  the  poor  degraded  slaves  '.  A  few  feeble  and  indislinct 
allusions  to  the  subject  occur  indeed  m  the  subsidiary  Reports  from 
tiie  diocese  of  Barbadoes,  but  still  in  a  way  wholly  inadequate  to  give  a 
due  impression  of  the  extent  and  jjoteiicy  of  this  obstacle.  The  Report 
itself  contains  only  a  single  incidental  allusion,  aiid  that  in  the  peitv 
island  of  Bequia,  (scarcely  ever  liL-ard  ot  before,)  to  Sunday  labour  in 
the  provision  grounds,  as  a  juevailing  practice  ;  while  in  other  places, 
cxpress-ions  continue  lo  be  used,  wliuh  are  inconsistent  with  the  known 
and  admitted  facts  of  the  case.* 

But  we  will  not  dwell  at  prc-^ellt  on  this  very  pregnant  topic,  of 
which  so  nmch  was  said  in  the  closing  numbers  of  our  last  volume, 
though  hitherto  v.iili  litile  eliect,  but  advert  to  a  second  obstacle  to 
the  religious  impiovement  of  the  slaves,  which  is  wholly  unnoticed  in 
this  Report.  \S\i  meaji  that  which  is  so  clearly  enounced  in  tlir 
circular  despatch  of  Sir  George  Tvlurray,  of  the  od  of  September,  IH'IU, 
vi/..  the  entire  absence  in  the  ^Ve^^  Indies,  of  any  legislative  provision  i'ur 
))iomoting  the  religious  instruction  of  the  slaves.  (See  Ko.  52,  pp.  54, 
.05.)  Without  such  provision,  and  especially  when  the  absence  of  it  is 
coujjied  with  the  ])revailing  want  ol"  a  S.'.bbath  for  the  slaves,  it  is  cb- 
viouslv  and  lUterly  vain  to  hope  for  -.my  material  improvement  ii;  their 
moral  and  religious  condition.  The  Report  might  have  pointed  at  once, 
as  the  sufficient  excuse  and  explanation  of  all  those  inetficiencies  of  its 


*  ()i  St.  Kilt's,  c.  A',  it  is  sai<l,tlir;t  Suinhi\  iiKuIvOtN  "an-  ni>(  f.w/./,7. ///  abo- 
lishud,"  fp.  I  '..}  The  S-^L-port  of  1S27,  had  i;;iiil  sonicthin?:  oi  the  sa  iic  exter.iicU- 
ory  t'-::dt  i>c\,  in  plyinir  tiiat  the  •iiievance  urisiajj  IVom;  the  w.tnl  of  a  Saljbath 
was  !iut  tri\!>;l  in  M.  iiilt's.  wiitMf,  in  that  rtspect,  thiu^s  iu:(l  iii-juDveJ.  Vv  f 
th.-ii  I-  hit  oa;  iuty  t.;  icniaik,  ( \oi.  ii.  No.-ll,  p.  o'-'l.)  tliat  ifliic  rM>,iLt>  (IcrliiKH! 
Ill  (.■..ii>;iiil  f,>!  a  Sai)l);Uh  t:)  ilic  s^.ats,  li.ey  oii^i'.it  imt.  <i.  Ivst,  lo  inipedo  tjjat 
ulijttt  by  i-ep!fsfcu1in^;  it  as  aht'ady  eHected  when  it  v^as  r  i  (iVtclvd.  -Vtui 
w(;  procee.itd  tu  shew,  that  by  the  l,iw  of  St.  Kills,  wi  uli  llic  !vcpci:t  spuko 
of  a>  an  iiiipr.ivouu'nt,  "  .Sunuiiv  niaikcts,  instead  ol  liiir.u  ubiilibhid,  bad  been 
(■ontintnd,  and,"  Hir  Ihe  th>t  lime,  "  liRalized  ;  and  !h,a  i.-lduv  by  ih  it  or  by 
my  oilier  law  of  .St.  Kilt's  v. as  any  liiue,  uo,  not  an  ir  '.u  i:\  the  week,  -iveu  to 
tilt-  sla\f.  lor  marketin;;,  or  to  lab,>"urinjr/'"'  /"■"'-"  (/•  "  ■•■^  •'•  '^  uuiairly  and  insi- 
dioublx  called. ',  •'  besides  J-'aiiddV.  In  St.  Kilt's  n.<  K/i-biture,  instead  of  re- 
<  '.-ni.-ai-  the  sacrcduess  of  t!ie  fcabb-ith,  have  le;.ali/.-  il  its  desi-cratiou  !"  The> 
1.1  ikr  it  iawCiil  to  hold  and  roalinuc  .Si::;d;'.y  niaikits  liU  cloven  in  thf;  loreiioon, 
ociu;.;  ing  thus  uearl\  half  of  the  daj,  evi.n  if  \:i-  i;i  ,ke  uo  account  of  all  ihe 
adj!:>tnfMt<  of  bavrairs.  thr  tr.insrer  "a!:d  lran-;t');l  it  purch;.Si'S.  and  tin;  jnur- 
;u'\ii..:  h-iaif wards  i)f  th:-  seliLro  and  li:;."r^.  wi.icl:  :i:us;  follow  this  le-al  limit 
It  ;.iv;  i;;-  (-[.on  the  inarke;  |jlact,.  "u-d  tlii-  i>  lii;' .ict  which  tlif  Society  (\hi- 
'lit.  d  ;.!-  n:\  ii,ipro\ciiiei!t.  ,'.t:d  foMhu-h  nt  .o  sorrv  to  say.  lliey  now  a|iain 
idi,  ;.    ii  .1  Muiilni  i-Ir-Mii. 
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f'piscopal,  clerical,  and  catechetical  array,  of  which  it  so  justly  corn- 
[jluiiis,  to  these  two  obstacles,  and  have  added,  in  the  svords  of  one  of 
Its  agents,  "  Until  you  amend  these  evils,  all  attempts  to  promote 
fhristian  knowledge  will  be  vain  and  fruitless."  And  vet  the  Report, 
overlooking  these,  affirms  that  "  the  chief  obstacle  to  religious  instruc- 
tion is  to  be  found  in  the  want  of  funds."  p.  8. 

Of  the  contents  of  that  part  of  the  present  Report  which  respects  the 
diocese  of  Barbadoes,  we  have  already  given  a  specimen  in  our  last 
volume,  No.  48.  p.  473 — 475.  On  the  whole,  there  appears  to  be  more 
of  activity,  and,  in  some  cases,  less  of  prejudice  and  active  resistance 
than  in  Jamaica;  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  operation  of  the 
obstacles  to  improvement  to  which  we  have  already  adverted,  aided  by 
the  deep-rooted  prejudices,  and,  may  we  not  justly  add,  the  cupidity 
of  individuals,  are  not  to  be  surmounted  by  any  human  means  short  of 
the  direct  interference  of  the  British  legislature.  And  to  this  point,  the 
Society,  and  all  who  feel  for  either  the  temporal  misery  or  the  spiritual 
degradation  of  their  negro  brethren  in  the  colonies,  should  direct  their 
efforts  and  their  prayers,  as  affording,  under  the  divine  blessing,  the 
only  rational  hope  of  success.* 

2.  The  Coddrinrjton  Estates. 
In  a  report  of  the  .Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in 
Foreign  Parts,  for  the  year  18"28,  are  contained  some  scanty  and  un- 
satisfactory details  respecting  its  slave  plantations  in  Barbadoes.  The 
greater  part  of  these  details  consists  of  a  kind  of  a[)ologetical  and 
somewhat  egotistical  retrospect  of  his  labours,  among  the  slaves  belong- 
ing to  them,  by  Mr.  Pinder,  their  late  chaplain.  The  account  he  now 
gives  of  his  past  pastoral  labours,  feelings,  and  experience,  when  read 
in  connection  with  his  former  reports,  and  with  what  is  known  of  the 
actual  state  of  things  on  these  estates,  is  not  a  little  pu/.zling.  It  does 
not,  indeed,  profess  to  be  a  defence  against  the  attacks  levelled  at  the 
religious  administration  of  the  estates,  but  its  whole  structure  shews  it  to 
have  been  framed  for  that  particular  purpose.  If  so,  it  is  a  lame  and 
inadequate  defence,  and  serves,  when  carefully  examined,  only  to  shew 
in  stronger  colours  the  great  evils  of  the  system  in  which  this  venerable 
Society  has  for  so  long  a  time  been  unhappily  involved.  We  have,  it  is 
true,  from  Mr.  Pinder,  statements,  that  are  almost  dramatically  impos- 

•  Let  us  not  be  .supposed  to  bear  too  hard  upon  the  planters  in  .iscribins 
the  difficulties  experienced  in  the  way  of  educating  the  slaves  in  part  to  their 
cupidity.  Had  we  entertained  any  doubt  on  that  point,  the  incidental  notices 
contained  in  this  report  and  its  appendixes  would  have  obviated  them.  We  find 
that  even  in  Antigua,  .•standing  above  most  of  the  colonies  in  the  tolerant  spirit 
it  has  shewn  to  missions  and  missionaries,  many,  nay,  if  we  read  arit;ht,  most 
of  the  planters  refuse  to  the  very  children  on  their  estates  any  time  for  instruc- 
tion, during  the  week,  but  their  own  leisure  time  from  twelve  to  two.  "  The 
children  and  such  adults  as  please  to  devote  their  leisure  time  at  noon  to  that 
purpose  may  then  be  instructed."  (p.  53,&c.)  So  that  the  only  time,  from  early 
dawn  till  night-faJl,in  which  young  or  old  can  obtain  instruction,  during  the  week, 
seems  to  be  the  brief  space  allowed  for  repose  and  refreshment  i(fter  seven  hours 
toil  in  a  tropical  sun,  and  before  renewing  that  toil  for  at  least  five  hours  more. 
Ill  this  pointof  view,  the  whole  of  the  report  from  Antij^ua  oiij^ht  to  be  read  with 
care.  If  many  3la\es  obtain  instruction  under  i  ircuiiistanres  so  adverse,  who 
shall  sav  one  word  in  future  of  the  inferiority  of  tlie  ne^ro  character  ' 
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iiig,  bolh  ol'liis  own  efforts  as  a  |jastor,  and  of  llie  moral  infiufiicc  ot 
those  efforts  on  the  slaves.  We  hear  of  preaching  and  teaching,  and 
pious  speeches,  and  baptisms,  and  churchings,  and  confirmations,  and 
fair  professions,  and  participation  in  the  sacrament,  but  in  the  midst  of 
ail  this  we  hear  of  no  marriage.  AH  these  partakers  of  baptism,  of  con- 
firmation, of  the  Lord's  Supper,  seem  to  be  living  in  the  known  and 
<leliberate  violation  of  the  seventh  commandment.  Not  one  among  them, 
young  or  old,  not  one  even  of  the  sixteen  confirmed  by  the  Bishop  last 
year,  appears  to  be  an  exception  from  this  general  and  mournful  de- 
scription. 

"  .Although,"  says  Mr.  Pinder,  "  the  marriage  of  slaves  was  a  point 
which  1  had  at  heart  from  the  first,  and  formed  one  of  the  early  regula- 
lions,  still  none  could  be  prevailed  on  to  marry,  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  church.  No  argument,  no  inducements  were  left  untried.'' 
"  This  circumstance  frequently  occasioned  me  deep  and  heartfelt 
regret."  And  yet,  in  the  very  year  of  this  reminiscence,  1H24,  we  have 
in  a  statement  published  in  1829,  by  the  Society,  relative  loCoddrington 
College,  (p.  19),  an  extract  from  one  of  its  reports  containing  a  com- 
munication, dated  the  very  same  year  1824,  from  the  very  same  gentle- 
man, which  seems  to  us  like  a  laboured  apology  for  the  non-existence  of 
marriage  among  the  slaves.  But  after  what  we  have  already  written  on 
this  subject,  (see  our  Second  Volume,  No.  45,  p.  42'2,  No.  47,  p.  459, 
and  No.  48,  p.  479,)  we  need  not  now  enlarge  upon  it.  Only  we  must 
say  that  there  is  something  incongruous  in  the  circumstance,  that  a  So- 
ciety like  this  should  publish  a  grave  report  of  persons  receiving  bap- 
tism, confirmation,  and  the  Lord's  Sup[)er,  and  professing  all  which  those 
ceremonies  imply,  that  is  to  say,  professing  to  be  christians,  and  spoken 
of  as  such;  who,  nevertheless,  deliberately  refuse  to  live  in  any  other 
slate  than  that  of  lawless  and  unchristian  concubinage.  We  cannot 
comprehend  what  the  standard  is  by  which  the  claim  to  Christianity 
is  me<i-'jred  in  Barbadoes,  when  those  are  received  into  its  pale,  and 
admiu-rd  and  even  invited  to  partake  of  its  highest  ordinances,  who 
openly  and  deliberately  set  at  nought  its  plainest  injunctions.  They 
will  submit,  it  seems,  to  every  mere  rite  or  ceremony  ;  they  will  repeat 
anri  issent  to  every  article  in  the  creed  ;  they  will  utter  any  form  of 
sour,  d  words,  which  is  prescribed  to  them  ; — for  these  re(iuire  no  great 
sacririce  of  any  kind,  not  even  the  pains  of  understanding  their  meaning. 
But  marriage  seems,  at  least,  to  require  some  curb  on  sensuality,  some 
reslramt  on  animal  appetite.  And  even  this  degree  of  restraint,  to 
which  the  lowest  heathens  are  found  to  submit,  seems  too  much  for 
these  christians  so  called. 

The  Society  itself,  indeed,  seem  at  length  to  have  taken  some  such 
view  of  the  subject.  They  say  "  they  are  sensible  that  it  has  ever  (viz. 
since  1819,)  formed  a  subject  of  urgent  remonstrance  with  the  Chaplain 
to  point  out  the  sin  of  continuing  to  form  connexions  without  the 
sanction  of  matrimony,  but  they  have  observed  with  sorrow  how  little 
effect  those  remonstrances  have  produced  either  public  or  private. 
They  have  again  entered  on  their  journals  a  strong  expression  of  their 
regret,  that  the  efforts  of  the  chai.laiii  .to  promote  marriage  among  the 
negroes  have  been  attended  with  so  lilllr  success;  and,  considcimg  it 
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I. J  be-  <<l  ili.j  iiUiiost  importance,  llmt  no  |)i.n  li'-ablc  iiicLlioil  ui  t  lliutin;; 
lliis  dtsirJile  object  siioukl  bo  sp,i:tcJ,  llic  Society  luise  rcquestetl  tbo 
liisbijp  ol"  Baibadoes  to  consult  wiib  the  attorney  of  the  estates,"  (Mr. 
Cliuke,  SCO  Vol.  ii.  No.  45,  j>.  -420, J  ''  as  to  the  most  clKcient  means  «..i 
eiicouragiii;^  marriug^e  amonj;  the  negroes,  assuring  his  Lordship  of  tht-ir 
readiness  to  co-operate  with  him  to  the  very  utmost  ot"  their  means, 
even  it"  it  should  be  found  necessary,  at  considerable  pecuniary  sacrifice 
in  the  prosecution  ot"  so  pious  and  charitable  a  design."  (p.  6.5.) — We 
are  glad  to  witness  even  this  step  towards  improvement;  but  the  hope  ot' 
its  issuing  in  any  material  good  proceeds,  as  it  appears  to  us,  on  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  evil  to  be  remedied,  [t  is  not  the  reluctance  to 
marry,  merely,  which  is  to  be  overcome.  The  money  of  the  Society,  if 
they  pay  high  enough,  may  effect  marriages,  such  marriages,  at  least, 
as  the  laws  of  Barbadoes  will  alone  sanction.  It  is  the  degraded,  de- 
humanized, brutalized  state  of  the  animal,  with  whom  they  have  to 
deal,  which  calls  for  a  cure.  It  is  tlie  pressure  of  that  yoke  under 
which  they  hold  him  bowed  down,  v.  hich  requires  to  be  relieved.  It  is 
the  law  and  the  practice  of  slavery,  that  monstrous  invasion  of  ever}' 
divine  and  human  right,  which  are  in  fault.  And  unless  the  Society 
set  themselves,  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  renounce  their  share  in  its 
guilt,  they  must  not  hope  to  succeed  by  such  mere  palliatives  as  these. 

]\Ie.\ico,  in  the  last  year,  a  year  too  for  her  of  distress  and  difliculty, 
has  issued  a  decree  proclaiming  every  slave  within  her  territory  to  \ni 
actually  freed  from  bondage.  This  is  an  example  worthy  of  the 
Society's  imitation.  Let  them,  therefore,  in  the  same  spirit,  cleanse 
their  hands  l"rum  this  stain.  Let  them  say  to  these,  their  bondmen  and 
bondwomen,  '' *ru  fortli  from  the  bouse  of  your  bondage;"  and  then 
may  thev  contidenlly  look  for  a  blessing  on  their  labours. 

The  Society  details  a  new  plan  on  which  tliey  are  about  to  enter  for 
•jidarging  their  college  in  Barbadoes,  for  the  theological  education 
of  an  increased  number  of  white  students,  the  expense  of  which  is  to  be 
def"raved  from  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  the  black  slaves.  Now, 
would  it  not  be  a  proceeding,  both  more  just,  and  also  more  "  lovely, 
and  of  good  report,"  to  provide  first  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well- 
being  of  the  blacks  themselves,  by  deli\ering  then)  from  that  state  of 
l)odily  and  mental  d  gradation  to  which  they  are  confessedly  reduced. 
and  in  which  thev  have  been  held  by  the  Society  for  more  than  I '20 
vears  ?  The  trust  deed,  if  it  stand  in  tiie  way,  can  always  be  made  to 
yield  to  an  Act  of  Parliament. — No  new  measure  is  indicated  in  liiis 
Report  for  the  impiuvement  of  the  slaves,  with  the  exception  ot  the 
above  resolution  auoul  marriage. 


11. — .Mr.  Macdon  sell's  Pa.mphlkt  on  thu  W'Esr  Isni  v 
Question*. 

iMr.  Alcxaiiiii'r  Mm-ilonnell,  formerly  see  ivliuy  of  tlu'  cdDiiiiitUe  of  Ueineiara 
planters,  and  siihs.Mimntly,  no  liiOiove,  ol'  tlic  \\  vst  Iiuli.i  Dock  Cuinpaiiy,  lius 
leteiitly  pr.jiliicfd  Iiis  iic-riodiciil  pamphlet  on  tlie  ^'*  est  Indian  <iiii>.slion  ;  \\hicb 
lie  addresses  to  llie  inefibers  of  both  HoiibiS  of  Havliainent.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear to  us  to  desi-i\<'  .iiiv  el  ilioiale  i -■'futalioii,  at  least  at  oir  fiiiiuis,  Ik  '  ause  lo 
the  readers  of  om  work  ii  wiW  <.uiy  nilh  il  ii:;  i  un  reluliliou.      The  Nery  priiv 
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(  i|>le  t'li  vvliicli  he  scf.s  out,  anl  •.••hi.li  :>  iiiijiliecJ  in  Dr.-  \"lH)|r  Wi.rj..  ii;(j;;i'ly. 
1l);il  coniiDcrfial  p;>iiri  is  to  hi-  jivrli'ired  1"  cvoy  odicv  ci'iisHleralinii,  \\ill 
ycircclv  find  admission  into  any  mind  which  jiLicos  a  dne  value  on  j  sti(«  . 
mercy,  and  truth,  even  jCoiir  actnal  lojts  instead  of  ijain,  from  tlie  slave  svstfin, 
had  not  l)pen  proved  beyond  the  possibility  ol  reasonable  o-.ieslion.  (fiee  l.tjioits 
ol  the  A.  S.  Societv,  I  and  2,  and  A.  S.  Heporters,  Vol.  i.  Nos.  17,  22,  and  -»l. : 
We  shall  merely  clance  at  a  f'^w  of  the  subsidiary  topics. 

1.  He  opens  attain  the  question  of  free  labour,  after  the  mode,  and  armrdirL: 
to  the  exploded  theory,  of  31ajor 'V'oody.  In  his  discission  however,  vi-  cm 
only  find  a  single  ar>:;nment  which  docs  not  stand  tully  refuted  in  the  Kdinbur^li 
Review,  and  in  the  numbers  of  this  Reporter,  27  and  31. 

2.  The  sini;le  ari;iiment  which  is  new  is  drawn  from  .Mi.  ^-lackenzie's  offici:  ! 
representation  of  the  state  of  Hayti,  Mr.  Maedonnfll's  ;  amphlet,  and  our  e\ 
posure  of  the  <;reat  untairness  of  that  representation,  (in  our  last  number,  No.f).'',.  ; 
were  probably  passin-;  throufjli  the  jircss  al  tlie  same  time.  Had  I\]r.  Macdimn.  li 
previously  seen  that  exposure,  he  mitjht  not  ha\e  been  so  forward  in  resting  hi.-- 
case  on  so  very  weak  and  insuflicient  a  proof.  He  relies  upon  it,  ho^^ever,  as 
a  veracious  and  irretutable  document.  \\  f  have  si  ewn  it.  we  are  bold  to  s.:\. 
to  be  utterly  unworthy  of  reliance.  "It  is  imi'o.^sible  to  doubt,"  says  our  aulle  r. 
"  that  this  report  of  Mr.  IMackenzie  must  pr  jdtice  a  ^reat  sensation.  It  (imchi  ■ 
vpon  nil  the  contested  i>(iiiiis,"  (we  had  divined  this  to  have  been  its  ol-.ject ' ) 
"  and  it  is  so  iiupm  I'uiUy  and  persjiicuoiishi  tlmun  as  to  jirodvce  imtiuiliatc  cv- 
virtioii,"  p.  40.)  The  very  slightest  examination  miglit  have  satisfied  even  ''.li. 
Macdonncll  ot'  the  absolute  ridicule  att^chinp;  to  expressions  of  commendation  su 
very  wide  of  all  resemblance,  nay  so  iinnictliy  unlike. 

3.  We  have  next  a  ];root  fp.  21.}  drawn  from  some  statement  of  the  lati. 
Lord  Liverpool,  (where  to  be  found  we  know  no{)  that  it  is  calumnious  to  ques- 
tion the  willingness,  nay  the  zeal  of  the  colonists  to  promote  education  an<l  reli- 
f^ious  instruction  amoni'  the  slaves.  The  jjrecedinsi  pac;es  of  this  number  (1G7  — 
172,)  anticipate  tiie  answer  to  this  extraordinary  plea. 

4.  Tiien  "  the  crime  oi  sl^svery  beli.U'^s  to  the  mother  country."  I'e  it  so  ;• — 
then  let  the  mother  counti  y  forthwith  cease  from  it,  and  make  her  children  to 
cease  from  it  al.':o. 

.'>.  The  object  of  all  this  stir  about  abolition  on  the  part  of  the  agitators, 'if 
Feems,  is  yatroun'^e.  If  this  charge  is  intended  to  inform  the  Duke  of  W'eilini- 
ton.  Sir  (jeorge  Murray,  and  the  other  administrators  of  places,  employments. 
and  pensions,  they  will  know  best  how  to  value  it.  It  is  untrvie,  and  if  Mr. 
Macdonncll  does  not  know  that  it  is  so,  he  must  be  wilfully  ignorant. 

G.  Then  comes  a  long  discussion  about  compulsory  manumission,  being  the 
pivot  on  uhir  h  he  seems  to  turn.  (See  Vol.  i.  No.  22,  p.  323).  We  leave  it  to 
its  native  eliect,  without  offering  to  disturb  it. 

7.  As  to  all  his  lovely  pictures  of  what  Jamaica  and  the  other  colonies  !ia  t 
done  to  make  the  slaves  as  happy  as  the  day  is  long,  we  need  only  point  to 
the  abstracts  of  their  statute  books  in  our  own  pages.  Almost  ever}  assertiuii 
he  makes  on  the  subject  is  substantially  untrue. 

8.  He  speaks  of  our  slave  colonies  being  tyrajinicnlUj  zorcrncd  by  the  mother 
country,  (p.  49.)     This  is  really  too  ridiculous  ! 

9.  As  for  "spoliation  of  the  rights  of  prc.perty,"  (p.  .>3.j  Does  the  case  of  thr 
^V'est  Indies  differ  from  the  case  of  the  Kast  Indies,  or  of  the  London  Bridge  > 

10.  Mi.  Macdonnell  further  labours  to  jirovc  that  the  feelin'j;s  of  proj)rieturs 
resident  in  England  and  of  the  colonists  are  identica'.  So  much  the  worse  for 
the  proprietors  resident  in  England  I  We  have  always  suspected  it,  notwith- 
standing their  repeated  disclaimers  of  any  such  identity. 

11.  He  triumphs  over  the  abolitionists  for  refusin:';  to  take  part  in  the  discus^ 
sion  before  the  Privy  Council  in  }>-/7,  on  the  conii)nlsor\  manumission  clause. 
He  will  find  all  he  has  said  completely  answered,  by  aniicip.nion,  in  the  Ur- 
porter.  No.  31,  p.  l.')3,  and  No.  52,  j*.  -V,). 

AVe  shall  no  longer  interrupt  the  i).t.ssaje  of  l^,i^  work  to  its  prc^per  place. 

1 1 1 .— Th  e   J  a  ^  I  .  I !  .\    V-r  .vicu  .M  .V  .s  . 
.•\  further  series  of  this  newspapi  :  to  ti,  •  Uth  of  November  has  reached   us, 
and  it  cuntinues  to  maintain  the  novel  g.-nuid.  :'oi  a  jeurn;;!  in  a  slave  colonv  to 
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occupy,  of  free  discussion.  Among  other  things,  it  has  made  large  extracts  from 
Dr.  Lushins?ton's  powerful  exposition,  in  his  unpublished  letter  to  Mr.  Court- 
ney,  of  the  iniquity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Jamaica  authorities,  in  the  case  of 
those  oppressed  individuals,  Lecesne  and  F.scotfery.* 

The  assembly  of  Jamaica  had  met,  and  had  caught  eagerly  at  an  expression 
in  the  opening  speech  of  Lord  Belmore,  in  which  they  slily  assumed  him  to  have 
taught  them  to  expect,  that  His  Majesty's  Government  would  cease  from  further 
interference  with  their  measures  respecting  the  slave  population.  His  Lord- 
ship's reply  quickly  dissipated  this  delusion.  "  I  regret,"  he  says,  "  that  any 
expressions  in  my  speech  should  have  conveyed  to  your  minds  an  expectation 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  had  ceased  any  further  interference  in  those 
measures  which  your  local  knowledge  and  experience  may  consider  expedient 
for  the  improvement  of  the  slave  population.  I  should  be  wanting  in  candour 
to  you  and  justice  to  myself,  did  I  not  distinctly  disavow  any  such  pledge." 

The  rejected  slave  bill  of  1826  had  again  been  introduced  to  the  assembly, 
and  notice  had  also  been  given,  by  Mr.  Barrett,  of  a  bill  for  enlarging  the  fran- 
chises of  the  free  black  and  coloured  population,  which  was  supported  by  peti- 
tions from  the  whites  in  one  or  two  parishes. 

On  the  subject  of  the  desecration  of  the  Sabbath,  there  occur  some  spirited 
and  judicious  remarks.  "This  island,"  they  say,  "  has  been  termed  with  em- 
phasis a  Christian  country," — but  how,  they  ask,  can  this  arrogated  title  be 
justified  in  the  view  of  Kingston  on  a  Sunday?  Looking  there,  "the  bnast 
will  vanish  like  the  mist  in  a  morning."  Again,  says  a  correspondent,  "  The 
Sabbath  is  in  this  country  most  awfully  violated,  I  have  witnessed  its  violation 
even  from  my  youth  in  many  ways,  but  more  especially  in  the  article  of  traffic." 
And  then,  arguing  against  those  who  mnintain  that  their  temporal  interests 
would  suffer,  if  by  setting  apart  "  Sunday  as  a  day  of  religious  instruction  for  the 
slaves,"  one  day's  labour  were  thus  withdrawn  "  out  of  the  general  and  accus- 
tomed aggregate  of  work  ;"  he  adds,  that  when  he  beholds  that  one  day  out  of  the 
seven,  which  should  be  set  apart  for  higher  objects,  "  so  openly  and  so  les^idhj 
profaned;"  when  he  beholds  "  the  multitudes  of  subordinate  individuals"  (a 
periphery  for  slaves)  "  for  whom  we  stand  accountable  at  the  awful  day  of 
reckoning,  debarred  of  the  means  of  grace  and  salvation,  he  confesses  that  he  is 
tempted  to  doubt  whether  our  legislature  possess  any  religion  at  all." 

We  are  glad  to  see,  by  a  circular  addressed  by  the  Jamaica  government  to 
the  senior  magistrate  of  each  parish,  that  Sir  George  Murray  has  conveyed  "  the 
commands  of  His  Majesty  that,  in  the  colony  of  Jamaica,  the  presiding  judge 
should  take  down  in  writing  a  complete  note  of  all  the  proceedings  at  every 
criminal  trial,  (of  slaves  as  well  as  persons  of  free  condition,)  and  especially  of 
itU  evidence  eiven  vim  voce  in  open  court;"  and  it  is  added,  "  I  am  now  fur- 
ther to  signify  to  you  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  in  every  case  of  capital  con- 
viction, you  do  respite  the  execution  of  the  sentence  until  you  shall  have  re- 
ceived and  peruse<l  the  judge's  notes;  and  whenever  a  capital  sentence  sliall 
have  been  carried  into  effect,  you  will  report  the  case  to  me.  transmitting  at  the 
same  time  a  copy  of  the  judge's  notes  and  report." 


"  It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  apprize  our  readers,  that  these  suffering  and 
meritorious  individuals,  the  objects  of  an  unjust  and  inveterate  persecution, 
have  lately  prosecuted  to  conviction,  in  the  Court  of  Kings  Bench,  the  pub- 
lisher of  a  false,  foul,  and  infamous  attack  on  their  characters,  contained  in  a 
work  of  the  noted  but  Reverend  G.  W.  Bridges,  entitled  the  "  Annals  of  Ja- 
maica," and  which  the  charge  of  Lord  Tenterden  and  the  verdict  of  a  jury  have 
pronounced  to  be  a  wicked  and  malicious  libel. 


This,  itiid  all  other  publications  of  the  Society,  may  be  had  at  their  nljlre 
18,  Atdeniuinhury;  oral  Messrs.  Hatchards,  187.  Piccadilly, and  Arch''<,  Coriihill. 
They  may  alno  be  procured,  through  any  bookseller,  or  at  the  depots  of  the  Anii- 
Sluriry  Society  tliruUf^huut  the  kingdom. 
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